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There are many kinds of Spiritism 
...some a little more fantastic 


than others. 
3 ast month, while describing the 
early history of Spiritism, we 
dwelt mostly on the Kardechians, 
the followers of Allen Kardec, 
official founder of modern Spiritism. 
While this is the most popular cult 
on a world-wide basis, it is far 
from being the only type of Spirit- 
ism. 

In Brazil, where we find the 
largest number of Spiritists, there 
are such important movements as 
that of Alziro Zarur who calls him- 
self, ‘“‘the special messenger of 
God sent to establish the Legion 
of Charity.’ 

His group has raised enough 
money to purchase a radio station 
and has regularly scheduled pro- 
grams which contain the most 
ridiculous and contradictory propa- 
ganda imaginable. For instance, 
he’ll speak of ‘‘our divine. sweet 
Jesus’”’ in one sentence and ‘‘our 
good friend the devil”’ in the next 


2 


SPIRITISH | 


FINDS A HOME 
IN BRAZIL 


By Rev. Dominic Girotto, PIME 


The confused listeners get to, 
point where they cannot distinguish 
good from evil, one doctrine frm 
another. 

This compounding of ignorane 
is increased by the society’s pubi- 
cations which are full of pictures of 
saints, popes, bishops, Buddhe 
Confuscius, Luther, Mohammed ete, 

Umbandism 

Even more wide-spread in Brazil 
is the complex type of Spiritiss 
known as ‘‘Umbanda.’’ The name 
is an African word which means 


“the great priest Bantu’’ or, more § 


simply, ‘‘witch doctor.’’ The ma- 
jority of Umbanda followers ae 
descendants of Negro slaves im 
ported into Brazil from Africa. 
When the slaves first arrived in 
Brazil, the ranch owners brought 
them into the interior to work m 
their farms. There they baptized 
them without much instruction be 
cause the slaves couldn’t under 
stand Portuguese. The ‘‘converts” 
were more or less compelled to 
follow Catholic practices and cus 
toms by their well-meaning but ill 
advised masters. When the slaves 
observed their owners venerating 
saints, they were able to follow the 
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' ituted names of their own spirits. 
' Thus Christ was recognized as 


“Oxala, the head of the heavenly 
court.’’ Our Blessed Mother was 
honored as ‘‘Iemanga, the goddess 
of water and fertility.’’ St. George 
became the God of war, St. Theresa 
the goddess of love and marriage 
etc. 


The devil took the place of 
“Pyu, the evil spirit,’’ and, since 
he is the author of all evil, it is 
necessary to offer him gifts to 
appease him. 

Even Madness 

By fusing Christian dogma with 
black magic, politheism and devil 
worship, the Umbandistic form of 
Spiritism resulted. Their meeting 
places are real sources of super- 
stition, witchcraft, moral degrada- 
tion and, sometimes, even of 
collective madness. 

In Brazil, where one-third of the 
population is colored, there are 
more followers of Umbandism than 
of Kardechism .. . and it is more 
dangerous. It promises more and 
has great attraction for people who 
are inclined to fantacism, supersti- 
tion and magic. It hides magic under 
the mantle of charity and politheism 
under devotion to the saints. 

The big distinction is that while 
Kardechism takes people away from 
the Faith, Umbandism brings super- 
Stition into the Church. They 
actually use the bible, the saints, 
candles, holy water, ashes and in- 
cense in their ceremonies. 

They also have a great number 
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of affiliates, mostly Catholics, who 
do not actually belong to the group 
but they believe some of their 
doctrines and participate in oc- 
casional seances. This compounds 
the problems of the Church which 
is desperately trying to educate the 
people in their Faith despite the 
handicap of a great shortage of 
clergy. 
Characteristic Meetings 


The Umbandistic. seance is quite 
different from the Kardechian. The 
majority of those attending are 
colored people from the lower social 
levels who are employed in the most 
humble and heaviest work. Negro 
songs and dances are the predomi- 
nant characteristics of their gather- 
ings. 

It is impossible to describe a 
‘*typical’’ seance because they all 
differ according to the person con- 
ducting them. From several priests, 
however, we have a general des- 
cription. With the necessary ec- 
clesiastical permission, various 
Fathers have managed to attend 
Umbandistic meetings without being 
recognized. 

The meeting places are deco- 
rated with flowers, branches and 
small paper flags. In the center is 
an altar crammed with statues of 
saints. One priest counted 58 
statues at the seance he attended. 
In addition, there were holy pic- 
tures, swords and figures of old 
Negroes. 


The chairman begins the meeting 
by lighting a censer such as the 
one we use at Benediction. He per- 





In one section of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, it was found that 
98% of the people had their children baptized Catholic and 83% cle 
to be Catholic, 67% were also Spiritists. q 


fumes himself all over and practi- he was sent to the chairwoman @ 
cally disappears in the smoke. He scratched his hands, shook his he 
then incenses the whole room, all and then doused it with 
the instruments of his job and all While he stood there, dripping 
the other mediums present. she told him that the cause of 
In some seances there are as his problems was the evil 
many as 50 mediums .. . most of of his fiancee who was tall, br 
them women dressed in white. Every- and too fat. 
one attending must have an entrance In all the meetings ther 
ticket signed by his or her own much shouting and dancing sue 
medium. The priests who attended the Holy Rollers do here in the 
were called over next to their All the Spiritists need for 
medion and she explained to them meeting places is a suitab 4 
the ‘‘true origin of their problems. vironment where they can gall 
Then she recited prayers over them with a certain amount of pri 7 
and made them promise to come Theale contest cum ie cee 


— a compared to churches or temp 
Evil Spirit Halls are preferred by the 

When one Father told his medium dechians and barns by the Umbami 
that he was possessed by a spirit, ... although large tents are 
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popular. 
n 1959, in the city of Sao Paulo 
me, there were more than 2000 

registered with the govern- 

by the Umbandas. These 
‘enters further the confusion among 
meducated Catholics because they 
we such names as: ‘“‘Spiritist 
enter of St. Anthony’’ or‘... 
t Good Shepherd”? or‘* . . . Leo 


How Many 


is impossible to say how many 
tists there are because there 
} no official statistics and the 
gues we do have are misleading. 
/1950 Brazilian census reported 
Ne he sllowing among their popula- 
a: 48 million Catholics, 1,700,000 
= ants, 824,000 Spiritists and 
‘$19,000 belonging to other de- 

inations. 
T would indicate that the 
fitist movement is not large but 
: is a 78% increase over 
} 1940 census. In addition, many 
im to be Catholic are also 


In a Negro quarter of Rio de 
the census revealed that 
ared they were Catholics 

77% were also Spiritists. Well 

t 98% of the people in that 

fion had their children baptized 

. These figures give some 

iMfication of the tremendous ignor- 
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ance and religious confusion that 
reigns in the minds of many 
Brazilians. 

The inter-national Spiritist pub- 
lications claim Brazil is the largest 
Kardechian country in the world. 
And this does not include the 
millions of Umbandas and those 
belonging to other Spiritist sects! 
No wonder the Church is increas- 
ingly alarmed at the situation. 

Propaganda Methods 


In addition to their missionaries, 
the vast piles of literature they dis- 
tribute and their radio programs, the 
Spiritists have other ingenious 
means of gaining ‘‘converts.’’ 

One of their most effective 
schemes is to leave a specially 
prepared folder with the family of 
a recently deceased person. The 
notice says that the spirit of the 
deceased wishes to talk to a parti- 
cular relative at such and such a 
center at a given day and hour. 

Few can resist the tempation to 
attend the seance. Generally they 
aren’t convinced that they are actu- 
ally speaking to a relative because 
the dead person’s voice is not 
recognizable or what he says 
doesn’t sound true. Here the clever- 
ness of the man directing the seance 
becomes important. He promises 
marvelous revelations in the future 
and explains the present failure 
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The hushed, tense seances of the Kardechians are far different tha 
the noisy, song-filled meetings of the Umbandist Spiritists. 


by saying the relatives are not yet 
entirely spiritualized. ‘Everything 
will be better next time,’’ he as- 
sures the skeptics and, in the mean- 
time, he can gather more informa- 
tion about the dead person. In the 
end he often succeeds in gaining 
more converts. 


The Evil Eye 


Another way Spiritists spread 
their propaganda is through belief 
in the ‘evil eye.’’ In many places, 
where the climate is particularly 
bad and the nutritional standards of 
the people particularly low, there 
are numerous diseases. The Spirit- 
ists take advantage of the situation 
and attribute the illnesses to some- 


one who has practiced the evil eye 
on them. 

Naturally, they claim Spiritisn 
is the only way to cure such sick 
nesses and destroy the evil eye 
This dangerous doctrine bring 
about enmities between families 
and neighbors and, sometimes, 
even murders result. Innocent people 
are often accused of having pre 
ticed the evil eye on someone ail 
they are ostracized or even banishel 
from the community. 

In numerous other diabolical 
ways, the Spiritists enlarge thei 
followings. To the poor they sq 
Spiritism is charity, to the ignorait 
they present it as the true religion, 
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to the intellectual as a philosophy 
and science. They use such terms 
as “psychic research’’ and ‘‘meta- 
physical studies,’’ and quote from a 
litany of scientists whom they claim 
have placed Spiritism on a scientific 
basis. 

When the clergy speaks against 
them or they receive bad publicity, 
they naturally claim that they are 
the victims, that they have been 
unjustly attacked, that their doc- 
trines have been misrepresented. 
And so, this practice which started 
in Brazil as a game of tipping 
tables, now leads multitudes of 
Christians to degredation, moral 
misery and even real poverty as 
nothing the Spiritists do is ever 
free. 

Attitude of the Government 


Unfortunately, the government is 
completely indifferent or, in some 
cases, seems to favor Spiritist 
practices. Many of their activities 
are officially supported by the 
government. One good reason for 
this is that Spiritists are avid sup- 
porters of favorite political candi- 
dates. Because of this it is difficult 
to legally stop their activities. 


Attitude of the Church 


Since the time of its first ap- 
pearance, the Church has waged an 
energetic war against Spiritism. 
Innumerable pastoral letters and 
special sermons and instructions 
have been given. In 1953, during 
a conference of Brazilian bishops, 
a special condemnation of Spiritism 
was made and a national campaign 
started to explain the truth about 
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Spiritism to Catholics. 

Hundreds of books, pamphlets 
and articles have been circulated 
to combat Spiritism at all levels. 
Unfortunately, the Spiritists are 
also active publicists and they 
always retaliate with the most 
fantastic claims. 

For instance, when Pope Pius 
XII reportedly had a vision of 
Christ, the Brazilian Spiritists 
claimed the Holy Father as an out- 
standing medium ...he had suc- 
ceeded in materializing the spirit 
of Christ. 

The only real remedy against 
Spiritism is to obtain more clergy. 
Spiritism prospers because of the 
ignorance of the people. Facts 
show that wherever there are enough 
priests and Catholic schools or 
educational campaigns, Spiritism is 
on the wane. 

When we realize that Brazil is 
the largest Catholic country in the 
world and now has 57 million 
Catholics and only 12,000 priests 
(compared to 54,000 priests in the 
U.S. for 41 million Catholics), we 
can see why Spiritism has pros- 
pered. 

The only effective way for Brazil 
to fight Spiritism is to obtain more 
priests, brothers and sisters. Only 
the clergy, working with an educa- 
ted laity, can conquer the extreme 
religious ignorance of so many 
people ...the real cause for the 
continuing superstitions of Spiritism. 





ny friends 


OF FR. CALANCHI 


Missionaries, as a rule, are notoriously poor correspondents... 
except when they are really desperate for funds. Fr. Calanchi is some. 
what of an exception. His welcome pictures and stories arrive more fre 
quently than any of his other East Pakistan confreres. 

He perhaps finds writing and photography are relaxing hobbies after 
busy days . . . although he manages to communicate the idea in his let- 
ters that he would be delighted to receive money. ‘‘I don’t conceal the 
hope I harbor that I’ll receive something for my efforts. We are trying 
to help many children through school . . . there are always bills to pay 
for medical supplies . . . building a church is still a dream etc.’’ 


But, in this story, Fr. C. is just 
introducing some of his friends and 
fellow clergy: ‘‘My little friends 
have practically no material goods 
and they look in awe at my pastor’s 
motorbike. My own is broken and 
so I ride a bike .. . it’s more be- 
coming in a _ stone-age setting 
anyway. 
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“Blessing the homes of our ab- 
ofiginal Catholics is very impor- 
tant to these people who so often 


become upset by fears of the devil. 
I leave them some holy water and 
explain how they should use it 
before prayers. 
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‘‘Missionary and native sisters 
are a tremendous help in our work. 
They travel from village to village 
in old-fashioned buffalo carts. 
Considering our roads (or lack of 
them when there’s a river), the 
wagon is a most sensible means of 
transportation. 


“Fr. Gerlero is our Mr. Photo- 
graphy. Some think he does better 
at engineering and field cultivation 
but he still develops and prints 
most of our pictures. He’s some- 
what of a terror on his motorbike 
and has a strange way of climbing 
stairs as you can see. 





“It may look like I’m helping 
my pastor...Mr. Engineer... 
while he draws up plans for our 
future house. But he is a crack 
bricklayer, carpenter and mechanic 
(besides being a wonderful man) 
and all I am able to do at present 
is watch him and hope to leam 
something. 


“The mortality rate among 
children is very high. I have had 
to bless many graves since I arrived 
here three years ago. In this photo 
my little friends are praying beside 
the grave of John who was 12 when 
he died of smallpox. 


“Fr, Corba caught a candid shot 
of me performing a dance wit 
a baby kid. I was entertaining i 


group of human ‘kids’. . . and thei 
parents. To become friends wil 
our neighbors I often become 
joker or a clown. 
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**I also entertain with music... 
they seem to enjoy my mouth organ 
the most. Of course I also spend a 
lot of time trying to help the people 

. and perhaps this is where YOU 
come in. If you are blessed by God 
with enough to eat every day, 
think of those who go to bed hungry. 
I know lots of them and, by being 
your long hand, I can help you 
thank God. 


“My little ones like to see magazines sent to me by friends in the 
States. They say, ‘They must all be rich there. See! They are all wearing 
shoes and pants!’ It’s true .. .no one wears shoes here and they have 
only one set of clothes ...or a piece of cloth to protect essential 
decency. 

“I know you can’t solve all our problems but, here, where I can feed 


a person for a whole month for $1.00, a little does a lot of good and we 
truly appreci ate even a little bit. So. 

Hey, wait a minute! Well, what do you know .. . that sneaky Father 
Calanchi got a ‘‘commercial’’ in after all. Well, all we can do now is 
print a coupon in case you want him to be your “‘long hand.’’ We'll be 
delighted to forward to him whatever you can send us. 


Father Robert, PIME; 121 E. Boston Blvd.; Detroit 2, Michigan 
Dear Father, I'm enclosing $ to help Fr. Calanchi’s work.* 
Name 


(PLEASE PRINT) 


Address 
ERS SS Se a State 


* All Donations Tax Deductible 





HONG KONG. 
RETREAT 


The retreat movement for lay people has been gaining momentum 
Hong Kong as well as in the United States and other parts of the w 
With Communist guards at the Red border only a few miles away, Chi 
Catholics have much to reflect on and much to be thankful for. 

The young men in these photos were caught in many serious 
as they made a week-end retreat and wandered around the monas 
grounds over-looking beautiful Hong Kong Bay. 


ee 


The retreat director provides matter for serious thought. 
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Afterward, the retreatants disperse for silent reflection. Perhaps for the 
first time in their lives, these young men spent many hours carefully 
thinking about the things that really matter. 


A SERIOUS WEEK-END 


FOR YOUNG 
CHINESE CATHOLICS 


Feod for the body, as well as the mind, is 
consumed in peaceful silence. 
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After talking over problems with the retreat director, with Our Lady on 
with Our Lord, solutions present themselves and the meaning of lik 
becomes clearer. — photos courtesy of The Hong Kong Sunday Examiner 


FRONT-COVER 


High ona hill over-looking Hong 
Kong Bay, this young man sits 
in a monostery aorden and takes 
time to think about the important 


things of life 
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THREE MINUTE MEDITATION 


: Mary and the Anti-Christ 


By FATHER ROBERT, PIME 


We are the representatives of the anti-Christ and we endeavor to ful- 
fill our role to the very best of our abilities. You Catholics are suppose 
to be the representatives of Christ . . . can you say the same?”’ 


These words were recently spoken to a priest by a Soviet official and 
they again show the determination of Communism. We shudder when we 
ead the massive program Russia has outlined to eradicate religion from 
the minds and souls of her people . . . and of those she conquers. 

As Pope Pius XII once said, ‘‘At no other period in the history of the 
Church has there ever been an organization fighting the idea of the very 


’§ existence of God which is so diabolically clever and so powerful as the 
y ou ® Communist Party. Nowhere else and at no other period in history has 
atheism ever been developed into a scientific system the way it is in 

Russia today.’’ 
In Russia and her satellites, May Day will again be celebrated with 
mammoth parades attended by millions. Although we in America are spared 
@ pain of seeing the triumphs of Communism thus extolled, we cannot 
ip grieving at this victory of evil. But to grieve is not enough, to detest 
Communism is not enough. Prayer and action must follow our convinc- 

tions. 

President Kennedy recently asked Americans to stop thinking about 
what our country can do for us and to consider what we can do for our 
. This thinking should also be applied to our relationship with 


tt Catholics have a very passive attitude towards religion. They 

rested only in the benefits ...a kind of security for the next 
consolations derived from practicing religion. 

gion, however, also involves the use of our talents, of our abili- 

» of our social positions, of everything that God has given us. If 

| Catholic used all his abilities for God and the spreading of re- 

n, the position of the Church would be quite different from what it is 


believe in the promise of Our Lady at Fatima. We are sure that 
1 triumph over the anti-Christ . . . but if our co-operation is lack- 
will surely suffer for it. 
the Communists celebrate the May Day parades, let us ask our- 
elves if our love for God and Mary is strong enough. Are we doing all 
“itat we can for our neighbor, our parish, our diocese, our missions? ¢4 
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he hot tropical night close 

in on the silent Burmese yi 
lage. Father Gino slept -- it was, 
deep sleep after a long days 
journey. His mission territory was 
large -- there was much travelling 
and so little time for rest. Tonight 
he was fortunate he had found, 
decent place to sleep -- at least it 
was far better than the jungle flo 
for a bed. 

Suddenly, like the waves of m 
enraged ocean beating on the shore, 
the night was filled with savap 
cries . . . with the horrible, death 
dealing staccato of machine guns 
The blast of a _ mortar rippel 
through the town. Screaming towns 
people frantically fled their homes 
to escape the sweeping horde d 
attacking Communist insurgents! 

Father Gino leaped from his 
bed and raced outside to the po 
tection of a nearby ditch. Plunging 
headlong into this shallow have 
he waited helplessly as the bandits 
pillaged, burned and killed. 

Night Without Ending 


The night seemed endless 
Father Gino waited. He thought 
the trail of missioners before himia 
this land of violence is still re 
with blood. The names of Fathes 
Peter, Gallastri, Alfred, Mario atl 
Farranato--all massacred in Bum 
after World War II by the + Kare 
insurgents, assassins or Chinese 
bandits -- flashed through his mind 
The names of these heroic PME 
Fathers were etched in the mem 
ories of their brother missiones 
forever! 
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Father Gino thought of the suf- 
ferings of Jesus, as every mission- 
er does when his path becomes a 
tril of blood. And, in these 
thoughts he found courage because 
Jesus had suffered to the very 
bitter end. 

Finally, by the next evening, 
the bandits had retreated, leaving 
behind a smoldering heap. Father 
Gino looked about. Everything was 
gone. His precious supplies... 
his mission needs. All gone! He 
had only his cassock left! 


Ever Present Danger 


Father Gino sighed as he started 
the long walk to the next village. 
His work is in Burma, in the jungle 
near the China border, but the Com- 
munists keep it a frontier of blood. 
On the other side of the Bamboo 
Curtain, thousands of helpless 
human beings are sacrificed to a 
blood-red dragon by the civilized 
head-hunters of modern history. 

On Father Gino’s side, people 
are now killed by the Communist 
tebels who were once sacrificed 
toademon by real head-hunters. . . 
members of the Wa tribe. These 
people are now Father’s Christians 
but he thought back to the days 
when they, not the Communists, 
were the terror of the area... 


...The jungle people work in 
the fields together, with their 
weapons ready to defend their 
heads against the savages. Those 
who have to walk through the 
jungle are always alert, their 
finger on a trigger or their hand on 
along Burmese sword. 
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The Head Hunters’ Rite 


For centuries, the Wa tribe has 
practiced the barbaric ceremony of 
decapitation. If one goes alone into 
the head hunters’ territory, he is 
asking to be slain by the savage 
Was. 

When the old witch doctor of 
the village predicts that the crops 
will fail during the year, he calls 
for the sacrifice of a man’s head 
to appease the blood-thirsty de- 
mons. The ritual of this murder is 
not pleasant. 

A tribal murderer is selected. 
He hides in a thick bush dressed 
only in a blanket. In his hand he 
clutches a spear, ready for use. 
The ritual sword of bamboo, shar- 
pened and hardened over fire lays 
at his feet. 


Death Without Warning 

The assassin waits along the 
trail for a careless victim. The 
razor sharp point of the spear is 
thrust through the heart before the 
victim even has time to hear the 
blood curdling snarl of his killer 
who rushes at him dressed only 
with a terrifying scowl. 

The ritual of the human sacri- 
fice orders the Wa murderer to drop 
his blanket when killing and be- 
heading his man. With his heavy 
bamboo sword he laboriously cuts 
off the head. 

The witch doctor takes the 
macabre trophy in his hand. All 
the people of the village, waving 
their swords and spears, dance 
frenziedly around the new sacrifical 
pole from whose top the cadaverous 
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head with its glassy eyes star 
over the maddened throngs ¢ 
savages intoxicated with home 
made rice liquor. 


The Mission Field Today 

Today, these gruesome events 
of murder and human sacrifice 
are gone. Nearly 3000 of these 
Was are the beloved disciples of 
Father Gino. The ceremonial gong 
no longer sounds in savage dances, 
but is used to call the people t 
a new bamboo chapel for the 
prayers. 

In the villages of the Was yu 
see no more the sacrifical pole 
topped by skulls, but instead, 
reassuring, peaceful looking 
Cross! 

Despite almost superhuma 
obstacles, Father Gino has brought 
to his flock the lesson of peace 
ful existence --of faith and hop. 

Now in his travels, Father 
Gino’s white cassock is a flag d 
truce seen from far off in the high 
chains of mountains. 

Seeing the unarmed missionet, 
the former head hunter tightens his 
blanket around his sides am 
comes out of his bush with a hope 
ful smile of welcome. He know 
that he will be taught to propritiate 
the mercy of God with an easier 
rite. The head hunter is no 
Father Gino’s brother in Christ 

Father is happy working amom 
these people but he often loos 
East, toward the frontier of blool, 
and sadly wonders how long it will 
be before the Red savages @ 
also accept the gospel of love. 
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PIME NEWS 


WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE SOCIETY 


To Dedicate Maryglade 
His Excellency, the Most Rev. Edigio Vagnozzi, D.D., Apostolic 
Delegate to the U.S., will come from Washington to officiate at the dedi- 
cation of Maryglade Seminary on Thursday, May 18. 
Numerous bishops from neighboring dioceses, as well as many clergy 
fom the Detroit Archdiocese, are expected to attend this solemn dedi- 
cation of PIME’s new Major Seminary in Memphis, Michigan. 


New Jersey Vocation Rally 


More than 800 students partici- 
pated in a vocation rally April 13 
and 14 in the Archdiocese of 
Newark. Before the event, young 
fiends of the PIME Fathers in 
Oakland, N.J., met at Queen of the 
Missions Seminary to help prepare 
displays. ie 
Train Hams at Maryglade 

Dr. C. C. Eberwein, D. S., recently started instructing Maryglade 
Seminarians in radio communications. The class plans to build an amateur 
tadio station which will enable the students to communicate with any 
part of the world. 

The training has very practical purposes: When the seminarians reach 
the missions, they will be able to build radio stations which will enable 
them to keep in close contact with the U. S. and their mission head- 
quarters. These stations will also be invaluable in scattered mission 
outposts where the priest can multiply himself by setting up receiving 
Stations to broadcast sermons and instructions, as well as general 
education lessons. 


LATE BULLETIN: Another Priest Martyred 
Just before press time, word was received from Kengtung, Burma, that 
tther priest has been murdered. He is Fr. Stephen Vong, first native 
in the area (and the only one actually working in the mission area). 
n culprits waylaid the priest in this constantly troubled area and 


tt him three times. He died almost at once. A full story will be pub- 
lished next month. 





The Lowest 
Untouchables 


By FR. A. COLOMBO, f 


In India, in the state of Andra, the lowest class among the untous 
bles are called the ‘‘Madigas."’ They live in the poorest and most 
healthy sections of the village and their huts are miserable shag 
Because they are not bound to the Moslem or Hindu religion the 
better classes are, many have become Catholics. 


1. They earn their living working 
in primitive home-style tanneries . . . 
an industry no one else will have 
anything to do with. Everyone in 
India has a great repugnance for 
anything dead and, therefore, when 
a cow or buffalo dies in the village 
it is the duty and the right of the 
Madigas to drag the animal out of 
town. Here they remove the hide 
which is the raw material for their 
industry. 


2. Modern tools are too expensive 
for these poor people and they must 
use sticks and stones to clean the 
hide. When it is ready to be worked, 
the men transform the raw product 
into finished shoes for the villagers 





3. In the nearby forest, a small 
shrub grows which the women gather 
and bring home. With a wooden ham- 
met, the men divide the bark from 
the stalk and then, for five days, 
leave the bark on the hide until it 
is completely tanned. 


The lives 


and livlihood 


of India’s Madigas 


4. Sitting on a stone outside his 
hut, this Madigas man works all day 
cutting and stitching, hoping to 
earn enough to feed his family. 
The problem is the same every day 
and often there isn’t enough food. . . 
although these untouchables eat the 
meat from the cows and buffaloes 

. . which their higher class neigh- 
bors would never think of doing. 
Doomed to the lowest class by birth, 
these people at least gain a measure 
of self-respect when they become 
Christians. $4 





When you buy mushrooms — 


GET THE BEST! 


GREAT LAKES 
MUSHROOMS 
CO-OPERATIVE 


Fresh and canned hothouse 
mushrooms sold at better 


groceries everywhere. 


Home office: 23950 Ryan Road 
Warren, Michigan 


ao €f  3.) By eal of en 
1244 West Fort Street 


Ors ieee mT htalke tel 
Tel: WO. 3-5966 


PATRONS 


McINNES-DESMOND FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
16111 Woodward Ave. 
Highland Park, Mich. 
kekaee 
ALINOS! FRENCH ICE CREAM CO. 
12748 E. McNichols Road 
Detroit, Michigan 


TO. 8-4797 


LA. 7-3195 
keen 
AHL COMPOSITION SERVICE CO. 
15118 Kercheval Ave. 
Grosse Pt. Pk, 30, Mich. 
akhae 


VA. 3-1765 


HELP 
WANTED 


PIME NEEDS 


STILL GREA 


Leprosy Patients Need Jeep 


An ambulance to take care of 
the leprosy victims in his area is 
urgently needed by Bishop A 
DeBattista, PIME, of India. He is 
hoping to get a jeep for the pur 
pose so that he can send some 
trained sisters around to the vati- 
ous villages and administer modem 
medicines to these poor patients, 

Although these Hansen’s Dis 
ease sufferers are not ostracized 
as they are in many countries, the 
hospitals will not accept them 
The Bishop has no funds to build 
them a hospital and the next best 
thing is to bring medicines 
them. 

The majority of those who gt 
leprosy can be cured if they © 
ceive the proper medication early 
enough. This is a real work d 
mercy: the sick are made healthy 
and many souls are saved whet 
people ask for baptism after seeing 
the great charity of the Church. 

Caa you spare an offering 
hely the Bishop obtain a jeep? 


CATHOLIC LIFE 
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With confidence in Our Lady, Fr. Filipazzi recently blessed the 
comerstone of a church he wants to dedicate to the Immaculate Heart 


dMary... 
Our Lady's Church Needs Help 


For many years, Fr. Filipazzi, 
PME, has wanted to build a church 
fr his poor people in Kutkai, 
Bama. A smail room in his home 
las been the chapel for a long 
time and on Sundays more than 
100 people try to crowd in to hear 
lass. 
Finally, he decided to trust 
in Our Lady and in March blessed 
fe cornerstone of a church to be 


Mail contributions to: 


when he gets the money to build it. 


dedicated to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary. The foundation work is 
now in but he can’t go any further 
until he gets more money. 

The Church, which will serve 
2500 people, is to be located on top 
of a mountain where there were no 
Christians at all a few years ago. 
Father is anxiously praying that 
some devotees of the Blessed 
Virgin will come to his help so 
that he can continue construction. 


Father Robert, PIME; 121 E. Boston Blvd; Detroit 2, Mich. 


Dear Father, I’m enclosing $ 
Name 


I eaten tinticiitetae 


(PLEASE PRINT) 


Address 
City alaalibleabicindigiiimaa hibits 


Zone 





te “1 can eat for one week for only 25¢f" 


| BROTHER, 
CAN YOU SPARE 
A QUAR 


Many want to help the missions b 
they can’t afford to. Actually, small ' 
ings... if they come steadily . 
tremendous value to the missionary. So, if you can spare just 
week, we hope you'll consider PIME’s ‘‘Quarters-for-the-Miss’ 
Club. r 
All you do is get together with a small group of individuals 
like yourself, earnestly want to help the missions. Appoint a “‘capt 
to collect 25¢ a week from each member and mail it to us at the e 
the month. 

Such groups can easily be formed among members of your 
club or lodge, people with whom you work or attend school etc. 
wish, your group may specify the kind of mission work you would 
see your contributions used for: adopting an orphan, maintainii 
a missionary, sponsoring a seminarian etc. 

As a regular contributor, you share in all the prayers and Mass¢ 
1200 PIME Missionaries scattered throughout the world. They need 
help; they gladly offer their prayers. Please send in the coupon} 
today. 

PIME MISSION CLUB; 121 E. Boston Blvd.; Detroit 2, Michigan 

Dear Father, I am interested in your ‘‘Quarters-for-the-Missions”* | 
send more information and a booklet for keeping records. (Send your 
and address if different than below.) 3 
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